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BY LAWS of THE TELLICO VILLAGE PLAYERS ASSOCIATION

ARTICLE l – NAME

SECTION 1

The name of the Association shall be THE TELLICO VILLAGE PLAYERS, also recognized  as TELLICO COMMUNITY PLAYERS.

ARTICLE ll – PURPOSE

SECTION 1

The purposes for which the corporation is organized are exclusively charitable, literary and educational within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or the corresponding provision of any future United States Revenue Law.

SECTION 2

Not withstanding any other provision of these articles, this organization shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by any organization exempt from Federal Income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or the corresponding provision of any future United Internal Revenue Law.

ARTICLE lll – MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1

Membership in The Tellico Village Players i.e., Tellico Community Players shall be open to any individual interested in theatrical, charitable and educational activities, regardless of race, creed, or religion, and upon payment of current dues.

SECTION 2

The members of The Tellico Village Players Association shall have no personal liability for the Association obligations.

ARTICLE IV – DUES and FEES

SECTION 1

The Board of Directors shall set and publish dues and fees in accordance with the financial status of the Association.  Dues shall be collected at the annual meeting and throughout the year.  Any participant in a play, including construction and back-stage workers, shall be required to pay dues, unless waived by the Board of Directors.

Membership may be terminated by member's resignation, or Board of Directors action (decision).

ARTICLE V – DISSOLUTION

SECTION 1

Upon dissolution of the corporation assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of the Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 or corresponding section of a future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal, state or local government for a public purpose.  Any such assets not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas, of the county in which the principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes.

ARTICLE VI – MEETINGS

SECTION 1

There shall be an annual meeting of The Tellico Village Players Association in the fall of each year, at a time and place selected by the Association at a previous business meeting, or in default of such selection, as selected by the President.  During each annual meeting, opportunity shall be provided for a business meeting for action on the Board of Directors program, election of officers, and such other matters as may be brought before the meeting.  The membership present at the annual business meeting shall constitute a quorum.

SECTION 2

There shall be a minimum of six meetings of the Board of Directors each year to be held at a time and place selected by the President.  A majority of the membership of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for any Board of Directors meeting.

SECTION 3

All committee meetings of The Tellico Village Players shall be held at times and places as directed by the committee chairperson.  A majority of the committee members shall constitute a quorum for any committee meeting.

SECTION 4

Special meetings may be called by the President, the Vice President, or by a majority of the Board of Directors upon two weeks notification to the membership, specifying the time, place and agenda for such meeting.  Twenty-five percent (25%) of the membership in good standing shall constitute a quorum for such special meetings.

SECTION 5

At all meetings, any member shall have the privilege of speaking and of offering motions subject to time limitations imposed by the presiding officer or by vote of the meeting.

SECTION 6

All formal meetings of The Tellico Village Players, its Board of Directors, and its committee, shall be conducted in accordance with the current newly revised edition of  Robert's Rules of Order in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not otherwise inconsistent with these By-Laws.

ARTICLE VII – ELECTIVE POWERS

SECTION 1

The Tellico Village Players Association shall have the following officers elected by a majority of members present at the business meeting held in conjunction with the annual meeting:

PRESIDENT – who shall be the chief elected officer of the Association and who shall serve for a term of one year.

VICE-PRESIDENT – who shall serve for a term of one year.

SECRETARY – elected in even numbered years for a term of two years.  In the event the Vice-President should become vacant during the year, the Secretary shall automatically succeed to the vice-presidency. 

TREASURER – elected in odd numbered years for a term of two years.

FIVE MEMBERS AT LARGE shall be elected at this meeting for a term of one year.

SECTION 2

The Nominations Committee shall present a slate of officers for election at the final business meeting portion of the annual membership meeting.  Anyone wishing to be nominated should submit this request to the Board prior to the annual meeting to have the name added to the slate of officers.  The final ballot will be presented to the membership.  Officers shall be elected by a majority vote.

SECTION 3

The Board of Directors shall have the authority to fill any vacancy created by death, resignation, or disability of any elected officers of the Association, the replacement to serve until the next regular election.  Election of a replacement officer by the Board of Directors shall be supervised by the highest-ranking remaining officer.

ARTICLE VIII – BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 1

The Board of Directors shall consist of the four elected officers, five members at large, the immediate past president, the Artistic Director and the Business Manager.

SECTION 2

The Board of Directors shall be the administrative, policy making and planning body of the Association.  It shall be the ultimate authority when the Association is not meeting.

ARTICLE IX – DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS

SECTION 1

THE PRESIDENT SHALL:

Preside over all meetings of the Association;

Serve as chairperson of the Board of Directors and preside over these meetings;

Prepare agendas for meetings as may be required;

Represent The Tellico Village Players in dealings with organizations;

Be a member ex-officio of all committees except the Nominations Committee;

Perform such other duties as pertain to the office of President.


SECTION 2

THE VICE-PRESIDENT SHALL:

Assist the President, and perform the President's duties in case of the latter's disability or absence;

Handle and report on fund raising programs and results;

Serve as program chairperson for the annual meeting;

Perform such other duties as pertain to the office of Vice-President.

SECTION 3

THE SECRETARY SHALL:

Keep a full and accurate record of the proceedings before the Executive Committee, the Board of Directors meetings, and any emergency meetings;

Keep an accurate record of the By-Laws and other business documents of the Association;

Perform such duties not specifically enumerated as customarily pertaining to the office of Secretary.

SECTION 4

THE TREASURER SHALL:

Collect and have custody of the funds of the Association;

Keep, or cause to be kept, full and accurate records of receipts and disbursements in books belonging to the Association;

Deposit, or cause to be deposited, all monies and assets in the name of and to the credit of the Association; disperse, or cause to be dispersed, such funds;

Render quarterly reports to the Board of Directors, and the independent auditors report of the accounts shall be made at the discretion of the Board of Directors and shall be prepared by such independent certified public accountant as the Board of Directors determines.  A copy of the report shall be available to the members of the Association in the office of the Treasurer.  Such report shall be available not later than three (3) months after the end of the year for which the report is made.

Execute, together with the President and Secretary, all contracts entered into by the Association;

Perform for the Association such other duties as are customary to the office of the Treasurer.

SECTION 5

THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR SHALL:

Research, review and recommend material for The Tellico Village Players to perform;

Select, assist, train and direct individuals of The Tellico Village Players group in the technicality and skills of the performing arts;

Be responsible for either directing each production or selecting a qualified director and producer;

Perform for the Association such other duties as are customary to the position of the Artistic Director.

SECTION 6

THE BUSINESS MANAGER SHALL:

Assist in financial planning and control;

Assist in selecting venues for theatrical productions;

Assist in the community in enhancement of its theatrical and artistic educational needs;

Perform for the Association such other duties as are customary to the position of Business Manager.

SECTION 7

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS SHALL:

Furnish leadership for the committee which they represent;

Stimulate and develop interest in their respective areas;

Maintain necessary documentation for their committee activity;

Report on committee activity to the Board of Directors.

SECTION  8 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SHALL:

Meet monthly, if deemed necessary by the President, to receive and act upon reports from officers and committees;

Prepare and present to the annual business meeting a program for the ensuing year;

Manage, direct, control and administer the affairs and business activities of The Tellico Village Players.

ARTICLE X – STANDING COMMITTEES

SECTION 1

Standing committees shall have continuing existence.  The chairpersons, where appropriate, will be designated by the President, and the chairperson shall select committee members on the approval of the President.  These standing committees are expected to report on committee activity at annual meetings.  The PERMANENT COMMITTEES of The Tellico Village Players are as follows:

   PLAY SELECTION COMMITTEE (chaired by the Artistic Director);

   TECHNICAL COMMITTEE (handling sounds stage, props, etc.);

   BY-LAWS COMMITTEE (shall review all proposals for changes in By-Laws and make         
recommendations to the Board of Directors);

   NOMINATION COMMITTEE

   Ad Hoc Committees as needed may be appointed by the President for terms of one year.

ARTICLE XI – FISCAL YEAR

SECTION 1

The fiscal year of the Tellico Village Players Association shall be January 1 – December 31.  Annual dues shall be delinquent if not paid before or at the annual meeting and membership voided.

ARTICLE XII – FUNDS

SECTION 1

The funds of The Tellico Villages Players Association shall be deposited in such bank as the Treasurer shall select and may be withdrawn by check signed by the Treasurer.  In the event of absence death or disability of the Treasurer, the President shall have the authority to sign for the disbursement of funds.

SECTION 2

Producer of each play shall be given copies of tax exempt form and an advance of THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($300.00) for cash purchase expenses.  All purchases must go through the Producer and no one is allowed to submit unauthorized purchases to the Treasurer.

ARTICLE XIII – AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1 

By-Laws shall be made and adopted by the Board of Directors.  The By-Laws may be altered, amended, or rescinded by the Board of Directors, providing that such amendments shall not be effective until approved by a majority vote at the next membership meeting or at a special meeting called for that purpose.

SECTION 2

Proposed changes in these By-Laws, however originated, shall be studied by a special appointed By-Laws committee and by the Board of Directors.  Proposed amendments approved by the Board of Directors shall be circulated to the membership at least two weeks prior to the meeting of the membership at which they are to be submitted to for approval.

